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look forward to this 

summer? 

(Turn to page 2) 
 
Who’s that girl? 
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French cuisine is famous for the richness of its sauces but rich food is 

not at the forefront of Bernard’s mind when he invites his mistress, 

Suzanne, to his maison de campagne for the weekend. Nor is food of 

interest to his wife, Jacqueline, who has amorous plans of her own. 

Soon, Bernard has to rope in his best friend, Robert, to help him cover 

his tracks but Robert has other things on his mind. Add to the mix the 

hired-in cook whose name happens to be Suzette and you have a 

recipe for delicious disaster!  

   Written in 1989 by Marc Camoletti whose greatest success had been 

Boeing-Boeing thirty years previously, Don’t Dress For Dinner 

combines 1980s sophistication with enough French naughtiness to 

tickle anyone’s fancy! Our production is to be directed by Ron 

Aldridge who helmed the hilarious thriller Anybody For Murder? for 

us last season. 

FIRST PEEK AT THE 2016 PROGRAMME 
By Summer Theat re Producer,  Mark Ster l ing 

DON’T DRESS FOR DINNER by Marc 
Camoletti. Adapted by Robin Hawdon 

 

Southwold: 6 -16 July; Aldeburgh: 21 - 30 July.  

Erstwhile accounts manager Eric Swan has, unbeknown to his wife, 

pocketed thousands of pounds that aren’t really his. He would have 

got away with it had not their lodger, Norman, let the inquisitive Mr 

Jenkins into the house. As Eric tries to cover up the swindle, 

deception follows on deception – as do an undertaker, a psychiatrist, 

Norman’s fiancée, a corpse, and the scary Miss Cowper! 

   Son of veteran comedy writer Ray Cooney, Michael impressively 

continues the family business with this slice of mayhem. Cash On 

Delivery boasts the largest cast in a summer season play for many 

years and includes among them, Jill Freud – back for her 33rd season! 

We are delighted to have Andy Powrie back with us to direct this 

wonderful farce. Many of you will remember Andy as half of the 

Powrie/Cashmore writing team who produced many lunchtime shows 

in the days when we had a lunchtime season. Andy was last in the 

company writing and directing Climbing The Wall in 2007. He has 

remained a loyal audience member over the intervening years and his 

company, AKT Productions, continues to be one of our main 

sponsors. 

MURDER BY THE BOOK by Duncan 
Greenwood and Robert King 

 
Southwold: 18 -30 July; Aldeburgh: 2 - 6 August.  

CASH ON DELIVERY by  
Michael Cooney 

 
Southwold: 1 -13 August; Aldeburgh:16 - 20 August.  

Suave, sophisticated novelist, Selwyn Piper, has only one cloud in the 

silver lining of his life: his wife, Imogen. And, being a creator of 

thriller plots, there is only one way to get rid of her… Unfortunately 

for him, Imogen refuses to play along and, before you can say End of 

Chapter One, the first surprise has occurred. There is hardly time to 

draw breath before nosy neighbour and amateur sleuth, Peter Fletcher, 

is on the scene, ostensibly to support pretty secretary, Christine. But 

all is not what it seems… 

   The surprise hit of the 2015 season was Anybody For Murder?, a 

show which managed to combine conventional thriller elements with 

moments of high comedy. This was always going to be a hard act to 

follow but we think we have found it in Murder By the Book where 

again a preposterous plot meets fun and shocks. This production is to 

be directed by Phil Clark who has directed a show a year for us since 

Dangerous Obsession in 2010. This season, he is to produce two 

plays. More of that anon… 
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Y our 2016 Subscription renewal form is enclosed with the 

printed edition of this issue. If you are reading this on-line, 

it will arrive in a few days’ time.  Please attend to it promptly; 

it will save us having to send out reminders. And do remember 

that you need to be a paid-up member of FESPA to enjoy the 

Friends’ discount on tickets. (See next column) 

      If you are not already registered with FESPA for Gift Aid 

and are an income tax payer, please complete the Gift Aid 

Declaration section of the form.  If you have already registered 

in the past you’ll find we haven’t sent you a Declaration 

form—just a sub form—because there is no need to re-register 

every year. Gift Aid is really important to us as a Charity; it 

adds around £2000 a year to our income. 

   If you do not already receive an advance copy of FESPA 

News on-line, why not add your email address to the renewal 

form. We’ll let you know when each new issue is available 

which is usually at least a week before your paper copy arrives. 

  

WE NEED YOUR SUB MORE THAN EVER! 

Recently returned from the colonies, Richard Hannay is bored. 

Bored, bored, bored. In need of something entirely pointless to do, he 

goes to the theatre! From this innocuous beginning, Hannay is 

plunged into adventure involving the stupendous Mr Memory, an 

exotic female spy, the sinister Professor Jordan and an array of 

heavies. The thrilling film by Alfred Hitchcock from the story by 

John Buchan is made larger-than-life on stage courtesy of a cast of 

thousands… and four actors! 

   It is 18 years since The 39 Steps, in its first incarnation by Nobby 

Dimon and Simon Corble, was memorably brought to the stages in 

Southwold and Aldeburgh. A lot of water has passed under the Forth 

Bridge since then! This revised version by Patrick Barlow was 

produced in 2005 and became a huge hit in the West End and on 

THE OLD COUNTRY by Alan Bennett.  
 

Aldeburgh: 22 - 27 August;  
Southwold: 29 August - 10 September.  

There is nothing that Civil Servant Hilary and his wife Bron wanted 

more than to have a house in the country where they could settle down 

to a comfortable retirement. But when the dream becomes reality, it 

isn’t quite what either of them expected or desired. It is somehow too 

English to be true and when his sister and her newly knighted husband 

come to visit, old wounds are reopened and Hilary is forced to face-up 

to the failings of his past. 

   This story of betrayal and retribution from a man who had become 

something of a National Treasure was his third big success as a 

playwright following Forty Years On and Habeus Corpus. Alan 

Bennett had achieved international fame as part of the Beyond The 

Fringe team in the early 1960s but he is best known now as a writer 

for stage and screen, most recently with the Lady In The Van. 

Our production of this rarely seen masterpiece is to be the second play 

of the season directed by the versatile Phil Clark who is no stranger to 

intense drama having produced September Tide for us last year. 

THE 39 STEPS by Patrick Barlow 
From the book by John Buchan and the film by 

Alfred Hitchcock 
Produced by arrangement with Fiery Angel Ltd. 

 
Aldeburgh: 8 - 13 August;  

Southwold: 15 - 27 August.  

Am I still a member? Do I qualify for 

ticket Discounts? 
We sometimes have panicky phone calls from Friends at this 

time of year wondering whether their EarlyBird theatre 

booking qualifies for a Friends’ discount even though they 

have only just received their sub renewal form. Be assured that 

you will be treated as a qualifying Friend  until the 1st March 

2016, provided that you paid your subscription for 2015. 

Broadway. 

   Director Mark Sterling, who has made something of a trademark out 

of staging cinematic pieces, will bring some of the spectacle of The 

Lady Vanishes and The Titfield Thunderbolt to this, the rippingest of 

ripping yarns! 

The next issue of FESPA News will be edited by 
Warwick Cross (see back page) and will be distributed 

on or soon after Friday 20th May 2016. You can contact 
Warwick by emailing him on: 
warwick@fespa.co.uk 
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I n May of this year I was privileged to be chosen by  

the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, to be their 

representative at the prestigious annual Sam Wanamaker 

Festival held at the Shakespeare's Globe Theatre, 

London. The festival features students from the UK’s 

leading drama schools presenting scenes by Shakespeare 

and his contemporaries. The public performance offers a 

heady mix of tragic, historical, pastoral and comical 

scenes culmiating in one mighty festive finale. The 

festival is a springboard for aspiring actors. I found the 

experience incredibly eye-opening, especially as it was a 

residential experience where we undertook several 

classes and workshops with the practitioners from the 

Globe. I performed a scene from The Witch of Edmonton 

by Rowley, Dekker and Ford, in which I played the devil 

demanding the soul of the village witch in return for 

vengeful services upon her enemies. Coming out 

onto the Globe’s stage to a full house was one of 

the most exhilarating experiences of my career!  

   In June I graduated from the Royal 

Conservatoire .The day was incredibly Scottish 

with kilts and bagpipes a-plenty! I was lucky to 

sign with a London-based agent who had seen 

me perform in my final show, Mike Bartlett's 

'13', at the Marylebone Theatre, London.  

   In July I filmed the part of the romantic lead, 

Kelly, in The Compliment. This short film, 

directed by BAFTA breakthrough nominee 

Shirley Day, forms one part of a wider feature film, With Love from 

Suffolk, which showcases the region’s spectacular natural beauty in 

regards to potential filming locations. The film came out on Valentines 

Day in selected cinemas across Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex.  

   In August I entered a modelling competition on Instagram. The 

competition was run in conjunction with Cosmopolitan magazine, 

SimplyBe clothing company and MiLK model management. I was 

CHARLOTTE PULLS IT OFF 

Cast your mind back six years to 2009!  18-year-old Charlotte May Barker (left) of Carlton Colville was one of the first 
recipients of a FESPA bursary which helped her finance a foundation course in acting at RADA. Since she completed it 
Charlotte’s career has seen many interesting twists and turns including photography and journalism. But eventually the 

theatre won out.  This year she graduated from the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland and her future—as an actor, writer 
and fashion model (Yes, that’s Charlotte on our front page) — is looking exciting. The name to look out for now is  
Charlotte McGuinness; ‘Charlotte Barker’ had already been taken as a stage name—by Ronnie Barker’s actor daughter! 
So Charlotte adopted her grandmother’s name. Here she updates Friends on a hyperactive few months. 

lucky enough to be chosen out of thousands across the 

country to be in the top 20 final in London where we 

were interviewed and tested by a panel of seven 

including stylists, photographers, agents and editors, as 

well as the television presenter Jameela Jamil. They 

announced the top four finalists on the day, of which I 

was one, and we were told we were off to New York! 

We jetted off  to the States and, over the course of seven 

days, we filmed two full –length adverts, six mini-

adverts, 10,000 still images and a three-episode 'making

-of' documentary. A baptism by fire for a first modelling 

job! I learnt a tremendous amount from the shoot and 

off the back of the week in New York, I'm now signed 

with the prestigious modelling agency, MiLK. In the 

last ten weeks I've travelled to New York, Milan, 

Bologna, Manchester, Santiago, Chile and Cape Town, 

S. Africa for shoots. I'm grateful to modelling as 

its a job that works alongside my acting work.  

   On the horizon: in November I moved to 

Hackney in London and I've have been cast in a 

Scottish feature film based in Glasgow and 

written by the comedian Robert Florence. The 

film will be shot in black and white as a 'love-

letter' to Glaswegian architecture. I will play the 

head vampire of a coven!  

  I'm hoping to keep up my writing and directing 

skills in London. I have recently joined an all-

female sketch group troupe—’The Ink-Dolls’. 

The four of us will be performing sketches we have also written at 

‘Sketch Off!’ in Leicester Square in March.  

 
Top: Charlotte (left) with friend on graduation day. The two are creative 

partners in their writing company ‘Ink Dolls’. Bottom: Charlotte on stage at 

the Globe during the Sam Wanamaker Festival. Front page: A modelling shot 
for SimplyBe. 

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND OUR AGM ON 15th APRIL 

(… and don’t forget to bring something for the Summer Fete if you can.) 

O nce again our AGM will be held  at the William Godell 

Pavilion on Southwold Common. We start at 7.00 pm 

sharp with the business part of the meeting which doesn’t 

generally take too long. You will find the agenda and the 

minutes of last year’s meeting on a separate sheet enclosed with 

this issue. (or a separate PDF if you are reading on line.) Please 

bring this along to the AGM. 

   Afterwards, Mark Sterling, the Summer Theatre Producer, will 

preview the season and announce the Company for 2016.. 

   Then we break for a glass of wine before reconvening to listen to our 

two guest speakers.   

   We can’t  reveal  their identity right now but what we can say is that 

they are married, they have their home in East Suffolk and their names 

are associated with some of the biggest successes in dance and musical 

theatre in the West End and internationally in recent years.   

   The AGM is a good occasion to start stocking up for our Fete. This 

year our Fete organiser, Sue Tayler, would love it if you could turn up to 

the meeting with any of the items listed in the next column.  

 

 
 

 Unwanted gifts in their original packaging for the tombola 

 Bottles of wine and soft drinks (in date) for the bottle stall 

 Bottles of spirits and liqueurs for our Hi-Spirit raffles 

 Home-made jams, chutneys, marmalades, pickles  

 Unwanted toys and games in good condition 

 Good quality fashion accessories, jewellery, belts scarves etc 

 

We have to limit this appeal to small items because our long-term 

storage capacity is limited. But do let Sue know if: 

 

 You could provide us with plants etc for our garden stall. 

 You could bake for us … cakes, tarts, quiches, pies etc. 

 You know of any clowns, stilt walkers, jugglers or other col-

ourful entertainers who could brighten things up. 

 You could help on a stall or have ideas for new stalls 

STOP PRESS: We are delighted to report that, as we go to press, 

FESPA has received a very generous but anonymous donation which 

will enable us to purchase two large tents for the fete. This will consid-

erably reduce our fete costs for many years ahead. 
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Sidi writes: 

Dear Friends,  

With a great season of theatre behind us and in spite of the 

weather gods being against us, we move swiftly forward to 

the year ahead. We have made a great start with our ShowBiz 

Quiz which was so well supported again! And why not when 

the food is a delight, tickling the taste buds as the questions 

tickle the brain! My thanks, as ever, to my fellow trustees and 

the so-willing helpers without whom we could not function! 

   We continue to hold the theatre company foremost in our 

efforts and welcome any suggestions as to how we can do this 

even better. I, as ever, bang on about enthusing others and 

introducing them to the delights of the Summer Theatres. I 

would love to see Full House signs up!  There are still many 

locals who have not been to any production! They really don't 

know what they are missing! 

   I look forward to a really good season, a lively AGM (please 

do your best to attend), our Friends’ Evening in Bettina's lovely 

garden, which is such a good opportunity to meet the 

Company…  

and great theatregoing! 

FOR YOUR 2016 SUMMER DIARY 
 

 

Right now! - Earlybird postal booking open for FESPA 
members for both Southwold and Aldeburgh seasons. (See 
page 7) 
 
Tuesday 23 February - Advance telephone booking for FESPA 
members opens (See page 7) 
 
Friday 15 April - FESPA AGM at The Godell Pavilion, 
Southwold Common (See page 4) 
 
Saturday 21 May - Public Box Office opens (for both 
Southwold and Aldeburgh) at St Edmund’s Hall, Southwold 
 
Friday 10 June - Aldeburgh Festival opens 
 

Saturday 25 June - Southwold Arts Festival opens (see back page) 
 
Sunday 26  June - Aldeburgh Festival closes 
 

Friday 1 July - 6.30. Friends’ Evening at ‘Woodleys’ on 
Southwold Common.  
 
Saturday 2 July - Southwold Arts Festival closes  
 
Wednesday 6 July -  Southwold Season opens with ‘Don’t 
Dress for Dinner’ (See page 2) 
 
Thursday 21 July - Aldeburgh Season opens with ‘Don’t Dress 
for Dinner’ (See page 2) 
 
Sunday 24 July - FESPA Theatre Fete at the Godell Pavilion, 
Southwold Common, Starting at 12.00 noon.  
 

Saturday 27 August - Last night in Aldeburgh - ‘The Old 
Country’ (See page 3) 
 
Saturday 10 September - Last night in Southwold - ‘The Old 
Country’ (See page 3) 

SHOWBIZ QUIZ NETS EVEN 
MORE THAN LAST YEAR 

Our get-together in Wangford for 62 Friends (and their friends) on 29 

January was another resounding success. It’s only the second year 

we’ve held the Showbiz Quiz but already it feels like an institution 

and this time it netted a profit of £753 for FESPA funds—precisely 

£100 more (to the penny) than last year. Special thanks to our chair-

man, Sidi, who not only devised a hugely entertaining set of questions 

but also acted as quizmaster, and to Jane Ackroyd, Anthea Marriner 

and helpers who came up with a superb three-course supper.   

Left: Anthea, plating up puds. 
Above: Sidi looking quizzical 

And the winners were: Tricia & Victor Scott at the back with Matthew &  Jane   
Horwood 
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Edited by Barry Tolfree 01502 722582 barry@fespa.co.uk Printed by Leiston Press 01728 833003 

Friend Warwick Cross has bravely 

consented to take over as editor of 

FESPA News for our Summer issue.  

Assuming all goes well with the 

logistics of transferring the 

publication design to new software, 

we hope he will take on the task on 

a permanent basis.  We asked 

Warwick to introduce himself… 

 

I’ve spent all my working life in television, mainly for the BBC in 

rôles ranging from producer and director to project manager. I am a 

member of both the Royal Television Society and the Society of 

Television Lighting and Design. 

   Southwold first beckoned in 1976 - a visit to put the finishing 

touches to the production of the Essex Beer Guide for the Campaign 

For Real Ale.  My colleague and I set up production in a room of what 

was then the Pier Avenue Hotel and emerged several days later with 

the completed paste-ups for the printer.  I’ve been in love with 

Southwold ever since. My wife, Gerry, (who also worked for BBC TV 

– notably on Monty Python and One Man & His Dog) and I set up a 

second home here in 1985. Although for day job reasons we needed to 

be based in Essex, we have endeavoured to return as often as life 

allows. 

   We’ve both been ardent supporters of the Summer Theatre for many 

years – although I have to confess that, having both just retired, the 

2015 season was the first where we have actually managed to see 

every production.  My principal interests lie in music, musical theatre, 

photography, layout, graphic design and, of course, the splendid 

output of the Sole Bay Brewery!  Theatrically, my involvement started 

at school where I was the lighting designer and overall stage manager. 

More recently I designed and installed the sound system for a school 

in Essex (of which I was previously chairman of governors) as well as 

overseeing the specification and procurement of their rather splendid 

lighting installation. I also initiated and edited a half-termly newsletter 

for the same school. 

MEET WARWICK CROSS  
OUR NEW EDITOR 

Lin Le Versha, Director of the Festival previews the main 

evening events here. But don’t forget there are talks and 

performances throughout every day. 

 

The 3rd Southwold 

Arts Festival is 

better than ever! 

Opening on Saturday 

25th June, with a 

dynamic street 

festival that draws in 

hundreds of people to 

Southwold High 

Street, the Arts Festival is crammed with music, art, drama and 

literary events that will give you many evenings’ excellent 

entertainment. 

   The opening gala concert is An Intimate Evening with Rick 

Wakeman in St Edmund’s Church (25th June) where 

classically trained pianist, 

Rick, will play new-age and 

world music and amuse us 

with his storytelling. On the 

final night you will be able 

to enjoy The Blues Band in 

St Edmund’s Hall (2nd 

July). Paul Jones, Dave 

Kelly, Tom McGuinness, 

Rob Townsend and Gary 

Fletcher formed a band in 

1979 ‘just to play the blues’ 

and are now one of the finest 

exponents of the blues 

tradition. 

   Lucy Worsley in A Very British 

Murder (27
th

 June) explores how 

murder became middle-class 

entertainment through novels and plays. 

From a Regency serial killer to Agatha 

Christie, this is the story of how crime 

was turned into art. 

   Turning to sport, spend a fascinating 

evening with the legend that is Henry 

Blofeld  (1st July) famous for his 

inimitable BBC cricket commentaries 

and a raconteur not to be missed! 

   If you enjoyed Strictly Come Dancing 

you will love Tangomotion (28th June) 

with four world class dancers and live 

music from the acclaimed Tango Siempre, which has appeared 

in the hit West End show Midnight Tango, BBC Strictly Come 

Dancing, Covent Garden’s Carmen and Madonna’s film Evita. 

   The Wilson Family (29th June) has packed folk clubs and 

festivals for nearly 40 years and is the benchmark for traditional 

folk music. Popular, local John Ward Trio will support them at 

the Godell Pavilion.  

   If you enjoy the 

theatre come to see 

Vamos Theatre’s The 

Best Thing (30
th 

June). The UK’s 

leading full mask 

theatre company 

presents a swinging 

sixties story of 

unconditional love, 

mistaken morals and 

broken hearts, 45s and 

beehives, where sexual revolution 

proves a rocky path to tread. 

   Local poet, playwright and 

Edinburgh Festival star Luke Wright 

(27th June) performs his fast paced, 

witty poems, which are crammed full 

of yummy mummies, debauched Tory 

grandees, maudlin commuters and 

leering tabloid paparazzi. 

   Tickets will be available from 15th 

February for Festival Friends and 1st 

March for general booking. See the 

Festival website for details 

www.southwoldartsfestival.co.uk 

Lucy Worsley in front of Queen 
Caroline’s bed. Photo: Silver River 

Henry Blofeld 

Rick Wakeman 

Vamos Theatre 

Luke Wright 

http://www.southwoldartsfestival.co.uk

